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AFSCME Local 2626

General Membership Meeting

January 25, 2003

President Roy Stone called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. at the North Hollywood Regional Branch. 

Members present introduced themselves.

There were no minutes available from the previous meeting.

There was no treasurer’s report available, as the Secretary-Treasurer’s position is vacant.  The Executive Board will meet after this meeting to appoint a new treasurer.

The national AFL-CIO will be asked to take a position against the war on Iraq.  It was moved by Wendy McPherson, seconded and carried that the Guild endorse the statement (see attached) of U.S. Labor Against the War which was adopted on January 11, 2003, in Chicago by union activists from 76 labor bodies and ask that the Los Angeles County Federation of Labor, the AFL-CIO Executive Council and all other labor bodies affiliated with these organizations adopt this resolution.  After discussion and debate over some of the “whereas” clauses, the motion carried by a vote of 20 to 10.  As one of our three delegates to the Los Angeles County Federation of Labor, Sister McPherson will carry our endorsement to the County Fed. meeting on Monday, January 27.


The Guild reimbursed four members (Neil Citroen, Roberta Frye, Brenda Hicks, and Wendy McPherson) for attendance at the teleconference at U.C. Irvine on the impact of the USA Patriot Act on library patron records, which was held on December 11, 2002. Neil, Wendy, and Roberta presented a summary of conference information, including that an FBI agent does not need to demonstrate “probable cause” for a search of library records; the object of the investigation cannot be told that he or she was the object of an investigation; and agents can compel production of library circulation records, Internet use records, and registration information.


We were reminded that, as librarians, we have a professional obligation to oppose the USA Patriot Act because it violates provisions of our code of ethics and is also a violation of the First Amendment.  There was discussion of what type of action the Guild should take and it was decided to write a resolution which the Guild can take to the Board of Library Commissioners, L.A. City Council, Los Angeles County Federation of Labor, and various bodies of AFSCME.  The resolution will be ready for our February membership meeting.


How do we live with this Act until it expires or is overturned?  We need to ask Library Administration for more definite guidelines and make sure that all staff members are trained in how to respond to an FBI agent’s request for patron information.  We were all reminded to shred Internet sign-in sheets at the end of each day. Concern was expressed about the data that may be accessible when we begin using automated sign-in software for the public computers. It was pointed out that ALA is discussing the Act at the mid-winter conference and may draft stronger guidelines for libraries. The ACLU is looking for a strong test case to use as a challenge to the Act.

President’s Report: Roy Stone has been appointed to the Library Employees Advisory Committee of AFSCME International. 

The City of L.A. is working on creating a comprehensive disability program. 

AFSCME Council 36 has made the following endorsements for the March 4 City Council elections:


2nd District – Wendy Greuel


4th District – Tom La Bonge


6th District – Tony Cardenas


8th District – Bernard Parks


10th District – Martin Ludlow


12th District – no endorsement


14th District – Nick Pacheco

Guild members will be asked to help with precinct walking.  Additionally, there was discussion of separate Guild endorsements and monetary contributions.  After discussion of each office, it was moved, seconded, and carried to endorse Wendy Greuel (one “no” vote), Tom LaBonge (11 “yes,” 7 “no,” and 11 “abstain”), Tony Cardenas (one “no” vote), and Martin Ludlow (one “no” vote). Additionally, the members voted to endorse Julie Korenstein (3 “abstain”) for the 12th District and to endorse Antonio Villaraigosa (11 “yes,” 9 “no,” and 7 “abstain”) for District 14. The vote on Nick Pacheco (13 “yes,” 13 “no,” and 1 “abstain”) for a dual endorsement in District 14 was unclear.  Further, it was moved, seconded, and carried to donate $500 to the campaigns of Martin Ludlow, Antonio Villaraigosa, and Julie Korenstein, with the same amount to Nick Pacheco if it is determined that the vote in his case did carry.
The chart of step increases which was negotiated for our 2001-2004 contract was passed out with separate charts for the Rank and File and for Supervisors.  Roy Stone can provide additional copies.

California AFSCME is asking the Guild to support Assembly bill 4X which would restore the Vehicle License Fee and provide much needed revenues for the State, thus avoiding  drastic cuts in social services.  Send e-mails to Willie Pelote, AFSCME’s representative in Sacramento,wpelote@organize.afscme.org and he will generate letters to your Assembly representative.

The impact of L.A. City’s budgetary shortfall is not clear at this time. City Librarian Susan Kent says that the impact of lost PLF funds is unknown as of yet.  President Stone thinks that our vacancy rate is high enough (20%) to prevent library layoffs.

A drawing for AFSCME T-shirts, stuffed animals, and luggage tags was held.

Announcements:  Neighbors for Peace and Justice asks that Guild members contact their L.A. City Council members to endorse a resolution against military action against Iraq.  It was moved by Michaella Johnson, seconded and carried that the Guild be listed as one of the endorsers of a L.A. City Council resolution against military action against Iraq.

David Tulanian reported on the M.L. King Jr. breakfast, which he and Ruth Seid attended as Guild representatives.  He mentioned a picket that will be held on Feb. 12 in front of the Pomona Valley Hospital in support of the nurses’ union and their attempt to bargain with hospital management.

The Freedom Socialists present “Malcolm X talks to young people” on Sun. Feb. 16.

Radical Women will meet Fri. Feb. 21 at 7:30 p.m. to discuss “The Roots of the Modern Feminist Movement in the Black Civil Rights movement.”

The meeting was adjourned at 10 p.m.

Minutes taken by Rosalie Preston
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