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AFSCME Local 2626


General Membership Meeting


November 21, 2003





The meeting of the membership of AFSCME Local #2626 was called to order by President Roy Stone at 7:42  p.m. at the Echo Park Branch.





1.	It was moved by Marta Tarango, seconded and carried to approve the minutes of General Meeting of October 18, 2003 as corrected.





There was no treasurer’s report.





3.	Health and Safety Chair Lyn Gillson and Library Senior Security Officer Frank Martinez gave a presentation on 	How to Handle Library Emergencies.


	We are being asked to deal with difficult situations more frequently. Make a record of small incidents. That way, when it recurs you have something to tell the police or security. Plan with the whole staff how you will handle situations. Consistency is important. Request to attend training. Report back to the rest of the staff. The more information you can give police or security, the better. Under stress it is harder to think, so it’s important to have a plan. Officer Martinez noted that anyone under 18 years old is considered a child. Police consider abandoned or lost children a very high priority. As an unwritten rule, 14 years old is considered a “safe age,” at which time they can tend to themselves, such as finding their own way home.


		Branch Managers should make contact with the Senior Lead Officer. Invite them over for a meeting, tour the branch, invite them to use the staff room, meeting room, library facilities, to do their reports. On the LAPD Web page you can find a list of the Senior Lead Officers for each station, including service boundaries. When dealing with mentally disturbed patrons, be patient. They may be hearing many voices and have a hard time focusing on yours. You may have to say “excuse me” several times. Never touch them. You may have to ask them several times what their names are. 


		It is legal to take pictures of people and the library, as long as it is not for professional use or stalking.


		Get graffiti painted out quickly. Keep on top of it.


		Sergeant Martinez:	Voice mail: 213-228-7126


					Cell phone: 213-359-2217 (Monday - Friday noon to 8 p.m.)





4.	President Stone reported on


Christmas Eve library closing time. When the ½ day holiday was traded for a full day on Cesar Chavez’ birthday, the agreement was that the CAO would recommend that the city offices close at 12:30 on Christmas Eve. When that didn’t happen, the Guild made it clear to the Board of Library Commissioners that this issue was negotiate. Issues arising out of this include whether a staff member can make up time before the fact; reassignment to other agencies; working more than 8 hours per day to make up time; and the requirement that a senior librarian or higher be at any agency where staff is working when the library is closed.


LIII positions can’t be filled without an unfreeze. The Guild agreed that staff members can interview for LIII positions and an appointment can be made but the staff member will not get the LIII workload or pay until the unfreeze.


L.A. County Federation of Labor Delegates Ivan Corpeño-Chavez and Wendy McPherson reported on the AFSCME Council 36 convention last weekend. Issues from the convention included the International’s endorsement of Howard Dean for President; Council 36’s financial situation; and resolutions against the war and the PATRIOT Act.


Retirement negotiations. A petition is being circulated regarding a graduated retirement schedule. On the petition it says “do not show this to your union.” www.g2r2.com


City budget in 2004 - The Library has requested after-school homework/computer aides in the next budget, but there may not be any money for them.


USA PATRIOT Act - The Guild has been participating in many activities.


Wendy McPherson recommended ways that we can help with the Grocery workers’ strike.


Don’t shop at affected markets (including Ralph’s, even though they are not being picketed). Educate friends, coworkers, and family members. Read Random Links, a Harbor area independent newspaper - they have good articles. Adopt a store - go out to the store once a week, introduce yourselves, bring water or coffee. Ivan Corpeño-Chavez added that you can donate a union-store bought turkey to the strikers. The strike fund needs more donations, as well. Also, help people with limited transportation get to a union store. Search on “United Food and Commercial Workers 770” to find the Web site. Or go to www.UFCW.org and find Local 770 for more information. Rosalie Preston added that there will be a “Turkey Caravan” to deliver baskets to the striking workers this weekend.


	H.	Selected correspondence was read.





Old business


The MOUs are being printed. They should be available in January. It was moved by Rosalie Preston, seconded and carried to print separate copies of the Rank and File and Supervisory MOUs to distribute to each member with a cover letter informing them of the union officers, especially their stewards. If there is an appreciable savings in having the two contracts printed in one book, then that should be done.


Notification in the Guild newsletter that staff does not have to work more than four hours a day on the reference desk has been disputed and ignored in some branches. In addition, some staff members are not being scheduled in a manner that allows them to take their breaks.


Vice President for Political Action Ivan Corpeño-Chavez gave a Political Action report. 


Go to AFSCME.org to tell your congressional representatives to vote against the Medicare bill.


Go to LAUNIONAFLCIO.org to subscribe to On the Move, an e-mail newsletter.


Several issues will be important in the next few months - immigration, vehicle license fee, budget responsibility act, a possible anti-gay initiative, etc.


World Social Forum will be taking place Mumbai, India in January.





New business: www.librariansguild.org is up. For now it will link you to the current Web site. Eventually the content will be moved to the new site.





9.	Announcements


Ivan Corpeño-Chavez announced LACECA’s annual toy drive.


Ivan Corpeño-Chavez announced that SHEPMA is having its annual holiday celebration on Dec. 12.


Marilyn Smithson reported on a Central Library staff meeting today.


Wendy McPherson invited everyone to her home on December 5 for her annual holiday party for Radical Women/Freedom Socialist Party. It is a potluck, after 7:30 or 8 p.m.


Wendy McPherson announced the November 24 meeting of Radical Women, at which the movie Rabbit-Proof Fence will be shown.


Help is needed to decorate and set up for the Guild’s 35th Anniversary party in December. Contact David Tulanian.


	 


There being no further business, meeting was adjourned at 10:32 p.m.





Mintues submitted by


Ruth E. Seid, Recording Secretary
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