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AFSCME Local 2626

General Membership Meeting

January 23, 2004



The meeting of the membership of AFSCME Local #2626 was called to order by President Roy Stone at 7:43  p.m. at the Memorial Branch.



1.	It was moved by Chris Metro, seconded and carried to approve the minutes of General Meeting of November 21, 2003 as corrected.

It was moved by Marilyn Smithson, seconded and carried to approve the minutes of General Meeting of December 13, 2003 as corrected.



2.	It was moved by Jane Dobija, seconded and carried to approve the Auditors’ report for 2002.

There was no Treasurer’s report.



3.	Member Jane Dobija discussed how to plan a program on the USA PATRIOT Act at your library. She told of how she came to organize the program at the Sherman Oaks Branch. She handed out a list of contacts for programs (see attached.) She also was in touch with Karen Schneider, ALA Councilor and the CLA Intellectual Freedom Committee Chair, who was helpful in getting the word out to librarians, resulting in librarians from other systems attending the program. She also talked about several Web sites that she found useful, including the ACLU, ALA, the Department of Justice, and privacy.org. Due to a chemical spill in the Meeting Room at the branch, the program was held in the reading room. This turned out to be fortuitous, as it attracted the attention of many patrons. There were times that everyone in the reading room was listening to the discussion.



Vice President for Political Action Ivan Corpeño-Chavez reported.

The UFCW (grocery clerks) strike - there is a large mobilization and demonstration on January 31. Member Adele Wallace has lawn signs supporting the strikers and locked out workers. Brother Corpeño-Chavez also reminded members that the boycott is on at Ralph’s, even though there may not be picketers.

The County Federation of Labor’s election kick-off will be January 27. Among the people they are endorsing is Karen Bass, who is running for California State Assembly. The Guild Executive Board has voted to donate $350. Bass is endorsed by Goldberg, Ludlow, Villaraigosa, and others. It was moved by Marilyn Smithson, seconded and carried, to add another $150 to our contribution to Bass.

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Labor Breakfast.

The Los Angeles County Employees Retirement Association (LACERA) Board of Investments’ unanimous vote to turn up the heat on Southern California’s largest supermarket chains, calling for a settlement to protect members’ retirement funds.



5.	President Stone reported on

USA PATRIOT Act Resolution passed by the Los Angeles City Council.

Brainstorm session with Management regarding transfers

Meeting regarding Central Library’s Computer Center - several concessions were made by management, including location of the staff desk. 

City Budget update

Selected correspondence was read, including:

Proposition 55, a $12 billion school bond issue, will be on the March ballot.

Over 40 students at UCLA Library school are requesting mentors. If you are interested, notifiy cbrown@library.ucla.edu

President Stone reminded members to turn in their work history forms, which are being used to create seniority lists in the case of layoffs.

MOUs printed by the Guild are being distributed to all members.



6.	Old business

Health and Safety Chair Lyn Gillson reported:

She reminded members never to assume that any patron will welcome your interference with anything they are doing. Approach cautiously, because, as we have heard, security and police may not make it there quickly.

She reported on the last Health and Safety meeting. There should be a memo coming out from the Business Office soon, regarding extraordinary cleaning and maintenance. What this refers to is human waste, liquid or solid. You do not deal with this. You call the Business Office to ask for cleaning.

The Guild will be posting incidents on the Guild’s Web page. Please send copies of incident reports to the Health and Safety Chair.



New business – none



8.	Announcements

Rosalie Preston announced that there are still check stickers available (This payment made possible by Union Labor.)

Ruth Seid announced that the AFL-CIO Western Region Summer Institute for Union Women will take place in Los Angeles, this year, at UCLA. More people are needed to help on the planning committee. If you are interested, talk to Ruth.

Ruth Seid reported on other labor issues, including a UFW campaign against Gallo and the Bakers’ union action against Voortman Cookies.

Richard Kraus announced that the paychecks this week, which reflected the January 1, 2004 raises, were a little short - by about 3 cents per hour. The payroll department is aware of the problem and is addressing it.

Union Representative Pete Hodes announced that AFSCME has planned to have a huge presence at the January 31 rally in support of the striking and locked-out grocery clerks. There may be a bus hired to take people there.



There being no further business, meeting was adjourned at 9:56 p.m.
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