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The meeting of the membership of AFSCME Local #2626 was called to order by President Roy Stone at 7:54 p.m. at the Westchester-Loyola Village Branch.





It was moved by Neil Citrin, seconded and carried to approve the minutes of General Meeting of January 23, 2004 as corrected and to thank Richard Kraus for bringing cookies.





Vice President for Political Action Ivan Corpeño-Chavez led a discussion was held about the March 2 primary election.


Karen Bass is running for Assembly District 47. She has been endorsed by the Guild.


Proposition 55 and 56 have been endorsed by the Los Angeles County Federation of Labor. Proposition 55 is a bond measure to pay for school improvements. Proposition 56 would change the percentage of approval to pass the state budget from 2/3 to 55%.


Proposition 57 would allow $15 billion in bonds (which will cost $20 billion to pay off) which will be paid off only with fees, not taxes. This is considered regressive. Proposition 58 would call for a balanced budget.


Brother Corpeño-Chavez passed around the COPE endorsement.


Joyce Purcell recommends a Web site: CaliforniaConnected.org, which helps explain the propositions and the different types of bonds.





President Stone reported on


The naming policy being considered by the Board of Library Commissioners. It was moved by Ivan Corpeño-Chavez, to write a letter to the Board of Library Commissioners expressing the Guild’s support for changing the name of Central Library back to simply “Central Library.” Rosalie Preston offered an amendment, accepted by Ivan Corpeño-Chavez as friendly, to add “the entire facility of” before Central Library. The amendment was seconded. The amendment passed. The motion passed. 


Board of Library Commissioners Round Table discussion on recruitment at the February 19 meeting. President Stone was a member of the discussion. As a part of the discussion, and at the request of Board Vice President Tellez, he reported on morale issues, including transfers; communication; security; training; mentoring; conference attendance; micro-management; additional services; decision-making; and lack of collegiality. He also made recommendations for recruitment. He is writing up his comments, and adding a few more, including loss of cataloging and lack of staff involvement in the selection of opening day collections.


City Budget – reports about the 2004/2005 budget change constantly.


Transfers - Administration made a decision not to conduct the transfer process any differently from before, despite suggestions from a Guild committee.


Computer Room - Pete Hodes asked Clerical Union President Alice Goff to set a meeting on the subject. It is scheduled to open on March 8.


MOU - The MOU expires on June 30 of this year. A coalition of city unions is considering asking for a one-year extension in exchange for a raise in retirement benefits.


MOU Distribution - All of the MOUs should be distributed within the next couple of weeks.


Local 800 has now affiliated with Council 36. 


Selected correspondence read. It was moved by Marilyn Smithson, seconded and carried to authorize the purchase of up to four tickets, at $95 each, to the awards dinner for the Southern California Library for Social Studies and Research on Saturday, March 27. (Hosneya Khattab, Barbara Bozman, Ruth Seid are interested.)


PEOPLE Conference is scheduled for May 1-4 in Sacramento.





Health & Safety Chair Lyn Gillson gave her report. The next meeting is scheduled for March 18. Please continue to send her reports of any incidents.





Communicator Editor Billie Connor-Dominguez reported on the status of the last issue and the next.





Vice President for Education and Training Penny Chiba gave her report on using our negotiated money for training sessions on Discipline and the Supervisor. Al Clark is now saying that the training is to be done on the librarians’ own time. However, the previous training, on ergonomics, was on library time. President Stone, Sister Chiba, Union Representative Pete Hodes and one other Guild member will set up a meeting with Al Clark to discuss the difficulties being created by administration in approving and scheduling the training.





Vice President for Professional Concerns Marilyn Smithson reported that the next meeting is Saturday, March 6, after work.





8.	Vice President for Political Action Ivan Corpeño-Chavez reported


It was moved by Marilyn Smithson that the Guild to authorize up to $200 to send up to four people to the Korean Immigrant Workers Advocates 12th Anniversary dinner on April 16. It was moved by Judy Donovan, seconded and carried to table the motion until we have a treasurer’s report.





9.	New business


Wendy McPherson gave an update on the grocery workers strike. It was moved by Wendy McPherson, seconded and carried to pass the “Resolution for a One-Day West Coast Solidarity Strike in Support of Grocery Workers and Affordable Healthcare for All” (see attached).


It was moved by Rosalie Preston, seconded and carried to pay for two tickets, at $75 each, to the Utility Workers Union Local 132 (Gas Company workers) dinner on March 19 to raise funds for a campaign to have Cesar Chavez’ birthday declared a national holiday. Wendy McPherson and Selena Terrazas will attend.


Joyce Purcell raised the issue of the use of our Social Security Numbers as our employee numbers. She recommends that we urge the Personnel Department change to using a different number as employee numbers.





10.	Announcements


Rosalie Preston announced that check stickers are still available for free. Contact Rosalie Preston.


Rosalie Preston announced that she is selling raffle tickets to support her mother’s organization that helps find jobs for the mentally ill.


Pete Hodes announced that Local 800 has reaffiliated with Council 36. There is also progress with the West Hollywood local reaffiliating. 


	 


There being no further business, meeting was adjourned at 10:14 p.m.





Minutes submitted by


Ruth E. Seid


Recording Secretary
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