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AFSCME Local 2626


General Membership Meeting


September 11, 2004








The meeting of the membership of AFSCME Local #2626 was called to order 7:40 p.m. at the Palms Rancho Branch.


 


President’s Report.


      Roy Stone reported on negotiations.  He said that one of the big issues was the bilingual bonus.  Al Clark has said that the members aren’t asking for it and when they do, the requests don’t get beyond the Principal Librarian level.  Roy said that there’s a form used to ask for it, but it is not on the Intranet.  Another issue is the opportunity to transfer.  Language is needed in the MOU that would allow people to transfer. Another issue being discussed is contracting out.  The negotiating team has said that they were told that there are no written contracts between the various companies doing materials processing and the City of Los Angeles.  There were questions and discussion.


     The City Council will discuss an unfreeze for the Library Department next week.  There are currently 209 vacant library positions.  Members were asked to contact retirees, friends, and family and ask them to call the City Council to support the unfreeze. 


     An informal welcoming reception for Fontayne Holmes, newly appointed City Librarian, will be held at Palms-Rancho Park Branch on October 2nd, 6:30-9:30 p.m.


     Plans are moving forward to combine the separate security officer units of five or six small departments into one General Services Security Department.  There was discussion as to how this will affect safety in branches and Central Library.


     It was moved, seconded, and passed to buy two tickets for $100 to support the Filipino Health Workers.  


     It was moved, seconded, and passed to donate $100 to support Sunset Hall.





Health and Safety.  Lyn Gilson encouraged members to send incident reports or memos on incidents to her at Atwater because they are tools that the Guild can use to document problems.  Library Administration is also concerned about the security officer reorganization.





The Communicator.  The latest issue is in the last couple of weeks of preparation.





Political Action.  Ivan Corpeño-Chavez is coordinating volunteers to register new citizens to vote.  This will be done this coming Friday from 9:00 to 1:30.  About twenty people are needed.  If you wish to volunteer, call Ivan at the Lincoln Heights Branch.


     Ivan also discussed Proposition 72 and passed out a flyer; a bill which Congress has passed to keep overtime protection (which President Bush vetoed); and an AFL/CIO letter to the government opposing off-shoring of jobs.  Ivan has been authorized to contact members asking people to phone bank or precinct walk.  The Guild will be sending out COPE endorsements.  Ivan also reported on the march in Wilmington on Labor Day followed by a picnic.


     It was moved, seconded, and passed to enable the President to send out COPE endorsements from the County Fed.  People will be able to take off time to participate and will be reimbursed for lost time.  Members were asked to call Ivan if interested 


     Wendy McPherson passed out a document about President Bush and Candidate Kerry, asking if it mattered which one won the election.  There was discussion.





Education and Training.  Members can still sign up for Grievance and the Supervisor training as well as Effective Supervisor training.  The Guild is providing lunches.  The next training will be at Palms-Rancho.  Test preparation and interview assistance is being planned by the Guild because the senior and principal lists are expiring soon.





Stewards’ report.  There are a number of on-going grievances.





Programs.  The Guild needs ideas for membership meeting programs.  Wendy McPherson said that the Southern California Library for Social Studies and Research has many films on the labor movement.  It was suggested that she look at the list and suggest some for future Guild meetings.  


     The next General Membership meeting will have nominations for 2005 officers, a film, and an overview of the evaluation process by Rose Garcia.





Announcements.


Union check stickers.  Rosalie Preston sought permission to get fifty sheets of check stickers (saying “This payment made possible by union labor.”) at fifty-cents a sheet from the Los Angeles County Federation of Labor.  It was moved, seconded and passed giving her authorization to do this.





Social Security numbers.  There have been complaints about putting the whole social security number on form 68s.  Roy will discuss this with the CAO’s office along with several other issues, including cash report procedures.





City Budget.  Budget priority surveys for Neighborhood Councils is a way to have some input into the budget process as library services is one of the priorities.  The Department of Neighborhood Empowerment website has information on your Neighborhood Council if you live in the city of Los Angeles, as does the city of Los Angeles home page.  





Radical Women/Freedom Socialist Party annual rummage sale.  This sale, at Solidarity Hall, 2170 W. Washington Blvd., will be held September 25th.  You may donate or buy.  Contact Wendy McPherson.





The meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.





						Minutes taken by Camille Carter
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