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AFSCME Local 2626


General Membership Meeting


May 21, 2005





The meeting of the membership of AFSCME Local #2626 was called to order by President Roy Stone at 7:30 p.m. at the Pico Union Branch.





It was moved by Chris Metro, seconded and carried to approve the minutes of General Meeting of April 22, 2005 as corrected.


Taken out of order


	A.	Guest Liz Hall invited members to a celebration of the release of Bob Avakian’s memoir From Ike to May and Beyond. The event will take place Wednesday, May 25 at 7 p.m at Central Library. 


Taken out of order: Also on Wednesday, May 25, will be a rally at Pershing Square. It is an Action Day for a Better Californian sponsored by the Alliance for a Better California. The purpose is to send a message to the governor that his special interests are not California’s Interests. Union Representative Maureen Douglas gave a report about the Paycheck Protection initiative that the governor is putting on the ballot.


Wendy McPherson resported on the June 4 WAL*MART Conference at UCLA and on U.S. Labor Against the War’s Iraqi Labor Tour.


2.	Treasurer Robert Thornhill gave his report.


President Stone reported on contract negotiations; the mayoral election; the library budget; May 25 Rally - addressed above; post cards addressed above; and the Security officers’ consolidation, which will take place July 1.


4.	Executive Vice President Verdel Flores gave her report. She reported on the Board of Library Commissioners, including the change in policies.


Vice President for Political Action Ivan Corpeño-Chavez was absent.


Vice President for Professional Concerns Marilyn Smithson gave her report. The next meeting will be Sunday, June 5, at 5 p.m. at Council 36 headquarters.


Vice President for Programs Sonja Hannah gave her report.


Vice President for Education and Training Ed Armstrong was absent. 


Health and safety chair Lyn Gillson reported on the Security Officers’ consolidation. The next Health and Safety meeting will be in July.


Membership Chair Saralyn Otter was absent.


Communicator Editor Sheila Nash asked if anyone has received the new issue yet.


Chief Rank and File Steward Barbara Bozman was absent. Chief Supervisory Steward Judy Donovan was absent.


Los Angeles County Federation of Labor (County Fed) Delegate Wendy McPherson reported on the death of the Secretary Treasurer Miguel Contreras and the appointment of Charles Lester as the interim Secretary Treasurer. A Contreras Family Fund was established to help take care of his family. The Guild Executive Board already voted to contribute $350 to the fund. The County Fed has established a solidarity defense fund. The County Fed also is moving forward on an attempt to put an initiative on the ballot to fund colleges with a tax on businesses. There will be a one-day strike at the all University of California campuses on Thursday, May 26. Sister McPherson also reported on several organizing efforts.


Old business


Verdel Flores reported that the staff of Fairfax is expected to move into the branch in July.


The winner of the May Stump-the-Librarian question is Janet Gast.


New business - The Torrance local beat back a decertification effort by a private organization that was bidding to replace the union.


Announcements


There being no further business, meeting was adjourned at 9:29 p.m.


Minutes submitted by Ruth Seid, Recording Secretary
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