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General Membership Meeting
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The meeting of the membership of AFSCME Local #2626 was called to order by Executive Vice President Verdel Flores at 7:34 p.m. at the Exposition Park Branch.

1.  There were no minutes available.

2.  Taken out of order: Guest Speaker Dee Takara from The World Can’t Wait spoke about October 5, a day of mass mobilization against the Bush regime. During the summer The World Can’t Wait will be conducting a bus tour of political hot spots throughout the country.

3.  Treasurer Robert Thornhill gave his report. A copy is attached to the official copy of the minutes and available for review upon request. Questions were raised about dues payments from Council 36 frequently being late. It was recommended that the Executive Board address the issue with the Council 36 treasurer.

4.  Guest Speaker: Maureen Douglas, AFSCME Council 36 Representative spoke about “Grievances: What, How and When Do You File?

5.  In the absence of the President, Executive Vice President Verdel Flores gave the President’s report. 

A. MOU Update

B. Meeting regarding Governmental Accounting Standard Bureau rules about reporting of retiree health benefit costs.

C. Nomination and election of delegates and alternates to the AFSCME Convention, August 7-11, Chicago.  It was moved by Marilyn Smithson, and seconded to elect the three members who nominated themselves to be delegates, as well as the one member who nominated herself to be an alternate. This motion was deemed out of order as there had not been a 15 day notification by U.S. Mail of the nominations, as is required by the Election Code. The notification was by e-mail, which does not meet the requirements as they currently stand. A new meeting will be scheduled and notices sent by U.S. mail.

D. Nominating Committee volunteers

6.  Executive Vice President Verdel Flores gave her report. Winner of the Stump the Librarian question was Marilyn Smithson.

7.  Vice President for Professional Concerns Sue Oppenheimer was absent. Executive Vice President Verdel Flores gave her report. The Central/Southern Area new librarians dinner meeting will take place on Thursday, June 29. The next Committee meeting is June 25 at 5:30 at the Fairfax Branch. Steward Roberta Frye announced that the Left Index database is now available from branches and remotely, as well as from Central, due to the persistence of the Professional Concerns committee members. Guild members are encouraged to use it and refer patrons to it. 

8.  Vice President for Political Action Ivan Corpeño-Chavez gave his report. Voter registration and PEOPLE sign-ups will be the next priorities for AFSCME. Locals are being encouraged to pay members for lost time for working on election campaigns.

9.  Vice President for Programs Marilyn Smithson gave her report. She’s working on having a security Senior Lead Officer talk at a Membership Meeting.

10.  Vice President for Education and Training Ed Armstrong gave his report.

11.  Health and Safety Chair Lyn Gillson gave her report. It was moved by Ivan Corpeño-Chavez, seconded and carried to direct the Executive Board to request a meet and confer regarding the shortage of security officers assigned to the library. It was moved by Marilyn Smithson, seconded and carried that the Guild present the issue of the shortage of library security at the Board of Library Commissioners.

12.  Membership Chair Theresa Webster was absent.

13.  Communicator Editor Sheila Nash was absent. In her absence Assistant Editor Billie Connor-Dominguez gave the report. May/June issue is being finished up by the end of this week. June 30 is the deadline.

14.  Chief Rank and File Steward Barbara Bozman was absent. Chief Supervisory Steward Judy Donovan had no report. 

15.  Los Angeles County Federation of Labor Delegate Wendy McPherson gave the delegates’ report. 

a.
All Los Angeles County Federation of Labor meetings are now translated into Spanish. 

b.
There are more guest speakers talking about what current labor battles are occurring. More of these reports are being given by rank and file workers instead of business representative.

c.
At every meeting 5-20 new delegates are being sworn in. The delegate body has become more diversified.

d.
Farm Workers talked about a boycott of the Krug-Mondavi winery. The boycott is in response to union-busting tactics that include stalling on the contract

e.
IATSE (Stage Hands) have been locked out of the Inglewood Forum. Madonna crossed the picket line. You may not like her any more. The date of the Pearl Jam concert there will be a big picket line.

f.
LAX Hilton workers are trying to organize. There will be a demonstration on June 29 at 5 p.m. outside the Westin LAX.

g.
The Teamsters are organizing the Labor Day Parade and Rally in Wilmington. It was moved by Wendy McPherson, seconded and carried that the Guild endorse the Labor Day March and Rally in Wilmington with a $250 sponsorship, and also send a contingent.

16.  Old business – none

17.  New business

a.
Marilyn Smithson recommends that the Guild endorse The World Can’t Wait resolution to impeach President Bush. A suggestion was made that if it is known ahead of time that a resolution will be presented at a Membership Meeting, a copy of the resolution can be printed in the Update to let the membership know and prepare for the meeting. 

b.
We need new members for the negotiating committee. Please notify Verdel or Roy of any potential members. There is an attempt to re-establish a coalition of all City Unions for the next round of negotiations. The Los Angeles County Federation of Labor is helping to coordinate this coalition. If there are issues that members want brought up at negotiations, they should e-mail the Librarians’ Guild.

18.  Announcements 

a.
Ivan Corpeño-Chavez announced a Strategic Concepts in Organizing for Political Education (SCOPE) proposal to the City of Los Angeles, called Green L.A. It’s aim is to retrofit city buildings, with 2,000 new jobs created to accomplish this.

b.
The Guild is creating a New Member brochure. There hasn’t been one in a long time.

There being no further business, meeting was adjourned at 10:30 p.m.

Minutes submitted by Ruth Seid, Recording Secretary
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