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General Membership Meeting

September 16, 2006

The meeting of the membership of AFSCME Local #2626 was called to order by President Roy Stone at 7:35 p.m. at the Robertson Branch.

1.  It was moved by Ivan Corpeño-Chavez, seconded and carried to approve the minutes of General Meeting of July 14, 2006.

2.  Treasurer Robert Thornhill gave his report. A copy is attached to the official copy of the minutes and available for review upon request.

3.  President Stone reported on:

A.  Improving the Librarians’ Guild

1. A set of rules for conduct during meetings was handed out.

2. A list of stewards is available at www.librariansguild.org
3. Please call Emma at San Pedro or librariansguild@hotmail.com if you become aware of sunshine issues (happy and sad events in the lives of members)

B.  Shirley Matulich, chair of the Nominating Committee for 2007 Guild Executive Board Officers discussed the officers for which there are no nominations as yet.

C.  Budget and weeding – An e-mail was sent out about both of these issues. Almost all agencies had a cut in the materials budget. Some weeding issues have arisen (specifics are confidential). Hot Off the Press items are going in some places and not in others. Consensus is that we need more guy books.

D.  Computers and teens – some teenagers are finding ways to bypass the sign-up system for computers, keeping other users from using the computers. There was  a discussion about policy for the KidsPath computers.


E.  Board of Library Commissioners – This Thursday’s meeting was, again, very short. An issue of interest is that one of the commissioners asked about emergency preparedness, and what would happen if there was an emergency in the middle of the afternoon when the library is filled with kids and teenagers. In response, Kris Morita told the commissioners that the kids are there with their parents. Fire drills have been conducted at Central Library when the library was closed, but most branches don’t have fire drills. 

F.  At the last Management Meeting, on September 7, security shortage was discussed. Management assured the Guild that GSD has assured them that the library vacancies have priority, but as long as the airport and other agencies pay more, we will continue to lose officers. Other topics discussed were monthly reports; weeding; dusty reports; budget; computer problems; loss of some databases; soap and paper towels in staff lounges; daily cash report procedures; safe haven branches.

G.  Correspondence, Miscellaneous, Appreciation - President Stone reminded members of their Weingarten Rights; miscellaneous correspondence read; staff training discussed – ideas requested for use of negotiated Guild training funds; Farewell to Business Representative Maureen Douglas, who has been the Guild representative for the past three years and who is moving on to an organizing campaign of University of California workers for Local 3299. She told her UPS shop floor story, and then cried when she said goodbye.

4.  Executive Vice President Verdel Flores reported on UCLA’s Diversity Summit on recruitment of library and archive workers. It was moved by Marilyn Smithson, seconded and carried to help sponsor the Diversity Recruitment Summit for the Information Professions by donating $500.

5.  Vice President for Professional Concerns Sue Oppenheimer was absent. President Stone reported that a survey being prepared for new members is almost complete.

6.  Vice President for Political Action Ivan Corpeño-Chavez reported that the COPE endorsements are on the web at the Los Angeles County Federation of Labor Web site: launionaflcio.org . He reminded members that it’s important to register to vote and to vote.

7.  Vice President for Programs Marilyn Smithson reported on her attempts to get an officer from the Office of Public Safety to speak at a membership meeting. 

8.  Vice President for Education and Training Ed Armstrong was absent.

9.  Health and Safety Chair Lyn Gillson gave her report. The next meeting is September 21. She also discussed the response of security. Please let Lyn know if there are problems in the manner in which the security staff responds.

10.  Membership Chair Theresa Webster gave her report. Two new members. The last of the New Librarians’ dinners will be held Thursday, October 5, in the valley.

11.  Communicator Editor Sheila Nash gave her report. It’s being printed.

12.  Chief Rank and File Steward Barbara Bozman gave her report. Chief Supervisory Steward Judy Donovan was absent.

13.  Los Angeles County Federation of Labor Delegate Wendy McPherson was absent. Another delegate, Ivan Corpeño-Chavez, reported on the meeting.

14.  Old business – Ivan Corpeño-Chavez and Roy Stone reported on the AFSCME Biennial Convention in August.

15.  New business - It was moved by Ivan Corpeño-Chavez, seconded and carried to donate $500 to The Alliance for Global Justice for expenses for a publicity campaign for their October 5 action.

16.   Announcements - none

There being no further business, meeting was adjourned at 9:38 p.m.

Minutes submitted by Ruth Seid, Recording Secretary
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