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The meeting of the membership of AFSCME Local #2626 was called to order by President Roy Stone at 7:30 p.m. at the Chinatown Branch.

1.  It was moved by Billie Connor-Dominguez, seconded and carried to approve the minutes of General Meeting of September 16, 2006 as corrected.

It was moved by Billie Connor-Dominguez, seconded and carried to approve the minutes of General Meeting of October 20, 2006 as corrected.

2.  Treasurer Robert Thornhill gave his report. He does not have a printed copy of the current financial report.

3.  The Guild has funded three students to attend a March on Washington on December 4 to demonstrate at the Supreme Court against the potential overturn of Brown v. Board of Education. The march is being sponsored by the Coalition on Immigrant Rights and Fight for Equality By Any Means Necessary (BAMN). Students from BAMN spoke about their educational experiences and why they want to attend the march. It was moved by Ruth Seid, seconded and carried that the Guild endorse the December 4 March on Washington to save Brown v. Board of Education. It was moved by Marilyn Smithson, seconded and carried that the Guild support two additional students, at approximately $450 each, sending them to the March on Washington to oppose the overturning of Brown v. the Board of Education.

4.  President Stone reported on:

A.  Security Issues – CBS News aired a report on the dangers in public libraries.

B.  Negotiations committee continues to meet. Send suggestions to librariansguild@hotmail.com.

C.  Negotiations classes – December 3 at Council 36, there will be a class on Contract Negotiation Skills.

D.  Management Meeting scheduled last Thursday, but it was cancelled.

E.  Verdel Flores, Shirley Matulich and Alicia Randolph attended an all-day leadership training today at Council 36. A second session has been scheduled for January 6.

F.  The next Board of Library Commissioners meeting is at Sylmar Branch on November 30. Members are encouraged to attend to address the issue of increased fines and fees.

5.  Executive Vice President Verdel Flores gave her report. For the last several months she has not been receiving any Stump the Librarian questions. She is looking for interesting things to put in the Update.

6.  Los Angeles County Federation of Labor Delegate Wendy McPherson gave the delegates’ report. Last month UTLA brought a resolution to support the teachers in Oaxaca, who have been on strike since the spring. Adele Wallace is interested in being the third delegate to the Los Angeles County Federation of Labor, replacing Roberta Frye.

7.  Vice President for Professional Concerns Sue Oppenheimer reported that the new members survey format has been finalized. Those who have worked for LAPL from zero to seven years will be sent the survey to solicit their views about the union, their concerns, and what it would take for them to get involved in the union. It will be sent out in mid-January. Members are asked to make sure their newer colleagues watch for the survey, which will arrive via e-mail, and shouldn’t take more than 5-10 minutes to fill out. The final touches have been put on the membership brochure.

8.  Vice President for Political Action Ivan Corpeño-Chavez was absent.

9.  Vice President for Programs Marilyn Smithson had no report.

10.  Vice President for Education and Training Ed Armstrong was absent.

11.  Health and Safety Chair Lyn Gillson gave her report. The Health and Safety committee met last Thursday. The issue of checking panic buttons arose. If there is a problem in the branch, call OPS, and then make a note of what they say they are going to do. Keep a record of incidents that don’t get reported to OPS. Indicate on incident reports when OPS doesn’t show up when they say they are going to. Also indicate on incident reports if there are similar prior incidents, even if no incident reports were written about them.

12.  Membership Chair Theresa Webster gave her report. There are two new members. In an attempt to get more members to attend, Friday night meetings will be held at AFSCME Council 36 HQ, Saturday meetings will take place in branches, and Sunday Brunch meetings will take place in a restaurant.

13.  Communicator Editor Sheila Nash was absent. Billie Connor-Dominguez gave her report. The copy is completed for the July – October issue. She is starting to collect material for November-December issue. Deadline is December 8.

14.  Chief Rank and File Steward Barbara Bozman and Chief Supervisory Steward Judy Donovan were absent. 

15.  Old business

16.  New business - The Engineers and Architects Association received a strike sanction from the Los Angeles County Federation of Labor. 

17.   Announcements

A. Wendy McPherson announced that REFORMA is having a fundraiser for a scholarship fund to get people of color into library school. It will be held Saturday, December 2, from 6-11. It’s a potluck. 

B. Wendy’s partner Yolanda Alaniz has co-authored a book (Viva La Raza: A History of Chicano Identity and Resistance) being published by Red Letter Press. They are fundraising to help publish the book. All members in attendance got a letter about this. 

C. Carol Duan thanked members for their support of the Girl Scouts by purchasing the products her daughter had for sale. 

D. The next membership meeting will be at the Pico Union branch on December 9. It will be a family holiday party meeting.

There being no further business, meeting was adjourned at 9:16 p.m.

Minutes submitted by Ruth Seid, Recording Secretary
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