Librarians’ Guild Professional Concerns Committee

May 1, 2005

Present: Barbara Bozman, Rosalie Preston, Richard Kraus, Roberta Frye, Marilyn Smithson (chair), Roy Stone (president), Sheila Nash, Sue Oppenheimer, and Verdel Flores

The minutes of the March 6 meeting were approved as submitted.

1) Salinas Public Library Emergency Read In: Four Guild members attended this event on April 2, carrying the green Guild banner and reading a letter of support from President Stone.  $500,000 to keep the three libraries minimally open through December has been raised and more secure funding is being investigated.

2) PATRIOT Act expiration: Hearings are now being held to discuss whether the PATRIOT Act should be renewed.  The Bush administration seems to be publicizing instances of public libraries having been used by terrorists to plan their attacks. President Stone recently discussed censorship issues as part of a Los Angeles Community College panel discussion concerning the PATRIOT Act.  An American Library Association survey revealed that there have been over 500 incidents of law enforcement asking for library records of patrons.  The Guild will try to get some letters or opinion pieces published in the Los Angeles Times on not renewing the PATRIOT Act and will contact the ACLU to find out what actions they are planning to take.

3) Diversity in collection development: The subject of reinstituting an Adult Book Committee was discussed during contract negotiations. Human Resources Director and chief management negotiator Al Clark said that it was not a negotiable issue, though we consider it a part of our working conditions.  There has been a suggestion that the book committee could meet once in person and then conduct further meetings virtually.

     Meanwhile, librarians at Central Library have formed a committee to provide “excellent service.”  There will be a collection development subcommittee as well as one on cataloging issues.  There is no current source for Central Library subject departments to buy out of print books to replace lost items.  Brodart has revised the list of publishers which LAPL can select from to include Dover and Sunset books.  The ordering profiles prepared for Brodart by the subject departments need to be updated at least every other year; the last time this was done was about ten years ago.  There is a Small Press Distribution list which could be used to order titles from smaller publishers.

     Letters to Adult Services and to Central Library department heads by adult librarians in the Western Area to understand more about the scope of our materials ordering system.

Joyce Albers, Adult Services, plans to have a discussion of this topic at an upcoming adult order meeting.  Other Areas adult librarians will be encouraged to also discuss the topic of how to improve our materials ordering.

     The Guild will encourage members to send copies of all requested books to the Guild as well as Adult Services and Central Library department principals in order to understand what types of books actually get listed.  We should encourage our patrons to submit their requests through the on-line form found on our LAPL web page. 

4) Catalog Department staffing: In 1988 there were 28 catalogers, in 1999 there were 17.5, and currently there are only 5.  Priority has been given to hiring a Librarian III for cataloging.  Because of the inadequate staffing levels, our books are cataloged from partial titles because the actual books are not seen to be examined and analyzed for their subject content.  Resume books which focus on a specific industry are being classified with that industry instead of with the other resume books (for example, medical field resumes class now in the 610’s).

Next meeting: Sunday, June 5, 5 p.m. at  AFSCME Council 36, 514 Shatto Place

