Librarians’ Guild Professional Concerns Committee

Meeting of August 20, 2006

Present: Roy Stone (president), Sheila Nash, Sue Oppenheimer (chair), Shirley Matulich, Rosalie Preston, Richard Kraus, Jim Sherman, and Lyn Gillson

The minutes of the June 25 meeting were approved as corrected.

1) New librarian survey: The draft prepared by Cheryl Bartel was reviewed and revised.

2) New members brochure and packet: The draft of the brochure was discussed and suggestions made as to what else to include in the packet for prospective new Guild members. 

3) New librarians dinner meeting, Northeast Area: At this point only ten librarians have responded that they will attend.  Those present will call some of the others on the list this coming week. 

4) "Hot Off the Press" and impact on collection development: There seems to be pressure from the Mayor and City Council to demonstrate increased usage of the Los Angeles Public Library.  "Hot Off the Press" is Library Administration's approach to increase circulation in ways similar to what other public libraries are doing. There was discussion of how taxpayer dollars are wasted when the same popular fiction titles are purchased for every branch library. There is also pressure to buy more fiction and less non-fiction, which undercuts the ability of patrons to browse the collection and find information on their own.   Non-fiction titles are well-used but often more in-house than checked out for home use. Every branch budget and Central Library's budget has been cut in order to fund this new project, which is the closest LAPL has come to centralized buying so far. There should also be usage data on how often the electronic databases are used and the LAPL website accessed.  The library's resources, including the services which librarians can provide, should be better publicized. The Guild will prepare a statement which will address the role of the public library beyond that of being a competitor with bookstores and the reason why professional librarians are still important in a democracy.  Sue, Rosalie, Sheila, and Jim will work on this. The Guild will also ask its members to e-mail comments to the Guild on how "Hot Off the Press" works out in their agencies.

5) On-line workshops: President Stone will discuss the issues of limited off-desk time, inadequate numbers of staff computers, and lack of privacy and quiet to complete on-line workshops with the City Librarian

Next meeting: Sun. October 15, 5:00 p.m., at the Fairfax Branch 

Minutes taken by Rosalie Preston

