MINUTES

LIBRARIAN’S GUILD

PROFESSIONAL CONCERNS MEETING

July 29, 2007

1) Call to order of meeting with introduction of attendees. In attendance: Barbara Bozman, Verdel Flores (Guild Vice-President), Richard Kraus, Maria Lew, Teri Markson, Frances Mendelsohn, Jonathan Most, Sheila Nash, Sue Oppenheimer (Chairperson), Lorraine Raglin, Teri Robertson, Roy Stone (Guild President), Robert Thornhill. 

2) Recording Secretary read the minutes. Corrections were made and approved.

3) Old business:

  a) Status report on the New Librarians Survey was given by Sue Oppenheimer; 

  b). As to the question do we want to craft a statement on the Hot Off the Press issue? It was agreed that the committee should submit a statement. First more information is needed on how selections are made. Sue, Verdel and Teri would be responsible for seeking information and crafting draft statement; 

  c) Has the taking of Spanish Language classes been considered as a negotiation issue? It was agreed that the process for bilingual training should be formalized. The library would determine a need at a branch and librarians can make a request for bilingual training;

  d) Do we want to form a committee regarding the Database subscription issue? One problem is that publishers of databases drop magazine titles or create simply abstracts and since the library has cut the paper copies the library and the public is left without journals they want. Or, as in the case of the Art and Music Department, they are down to one subject database without sufficient coverage of design, film and music. The Committee should initiate a request from the Central Library subject departments on how this has impacted their collections. There was also discussion on making Database listed as “3” available to all reference desks. The use of pathfinders to increase awareness of the library’s rich source of subject databases.. The library should investigate becoming involved in a consortium to cut datbase subcription costs. Sheila (chairperson), Richard, Robert and Lorraine would direct  inqueries to the subject departments on the use of thedatabases.

  e) The issue of a Guild blog will be deferred until next Professional Concerns meeting;

 f) Has Ruth Seid been approached about investigating the purchase of a digital projector? Roy has taken over the search. He asked Russell Pyle as a digital projection – some brands were given with an estimated cost of about $2300.

4) New Librarians focus group: a) The questionnaire was extensively reviewed and modified; b) It was determined that Cheryl Bartel would be the  moderator and Sarah Wattstein, UCLA’s Associate University Librarian the recording secretary;  Cheryl would be responsible for contacting the potential focus group members c) The site for the focus group would be Shatto Place on either September 23rd or 30th on a Sunday morning d) Gifts - $25 dollar gift certificate from Trader Joe’s; and e) Cheryl would be responsible for analysis of data and recommendation.

5) . New Business:

a) Library materials budget and 

b) Time crunch in regards to the Children’s Librarians an the Dusty Book Report and the Lost Book Report and Story times and Summer Reading. It was decided that Roy and Verdel would bring up the issue at the next management meeting about extending due dates.  Summer reading lists provided by schools are often flawed. Many books on the list are out of print. Can Children’s and YA Services ask the schools to provide updated reading lists or create a booklist by a certain author and not by specific title? “If you want us to supply materials provide us with an update list we can support you with.” Verdel and Roy will seek Children’s and YA Services viewpoint. Withdrawn books could be offered to other branches, LAUSD, Children’s Hospital, prisons, the local Head Start and elementary school libraries. Librarians are told that they cannot solicit coupons from businesses. Can a distinction be made between large corporations and small local businesses?

c) HSE (Hold Shelf     ) and fines. Notification system is flawed but librarians are told to hold the patron responsible for checking on holds. There times where the clerks fail to delete paid fines. Some patrons may not understand and what is posted on the web or what is explained by clerks. What happens when all books are returned. In a case by case basis can we waive half the fines? Librarians need more information. Librarians need more clarification and expansion of reasons? 

d) New issue was mentioned the hiring of new substitute librarians with little training. We need more information. .

Next meeting scheduled September 23, 2007 at 10:30 a.m. at Fairfax:  

